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On Cultural Background of Modemn Shanghai:
Suzhou Immigrants and Modem Shanghai
Zhang Xiaochuan

Abstract: Modern Shanghai’s prosperity founded on the influx of immigrants from all over among
them the immigration from Suzhou Fu which adjacent to Shanghai has an important position. From Ming
and Qing Dynasties Suzhou businessman has begun to trading in Songjiang District but the scale is
limited. After the opening of Shanghai as treaty port especially during and after the Taiping war the
Suzhou immigration to Shanghai became larger and continues to expand the scale and form the trend.
Into the Republic of China the ways by which Suzhou immigration moved to Shanghai became more
diversify. Suzhou immigration has certain dominance in financial and commercal industry and educational
industry of modern Shanghai and Suzhou Pingtan Kun Opera and other cultural forms form Suzhou are
also dominant in entertainment market of modern Shanghai. With a large number of people form Suzhou
moved to Shanghai Suzhou culture floods into Shanghai and provides a background for the formation of
culture of modern Shanghai.

Keywords: Modern Shanghai; Suzhou Immigration; Relations between Suzhou and Shanghai
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