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Poetic Interpretation of Songjiang Gardens and Evolution of

the Scholar - Officials’

Fashion in Late Ming Dynasty

LIU Xinjing
(' Shanghai Shanda College, Shanghai, 201209, China)

Abstract: Influenced by the economic and cultural factors, there emerged a boom of construction of gardens in Songjiang

District in the late Ming Dynasty. These gardens, as outcomes and carriers of the peotic culture in Jiangnan ( regions south of the

Yangtze River) , embody the vivid beauty of Jiangnan and represent one of the most important resources of the Shanghai — style

culture. As the owners were mostly scholar — officials, the gardens manifest their strong interest in literature and art and reflect

the changes in the fashion of scholar — officials in Songjiang in the late Ming Dynasty.

Key words: the late period of Ming Dynasty, Songjiang District, gardens , poetic culture in Jiangnan, Shanghai — school cul-

ture , scholar — officials’ fashion
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