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Excavation of a Site of the Official Kiln of the Southern Song at Laohudong,Hangzhou

CPAM of Hangzhou

Located in the Uptown District, the site was found in a long, narrow valley between the
Fenghuang and Jiuhua Hills. nearly one hundred meters from the northern wall of the imperial city
of Lin"an,the capital of the Southemn Song Dynasty,and 2.5 km from another site of the Official
Kiln called Xiaguanyao at Jiaotan.Two seasons of large — scale excavations were conducted between
1998 and 2001.

A total area of 2300 sq m were opened up.bringing to light various kinds of remains includ-
ing 3 Longyao kilns,4 small dome — shaped kilns, 10 pools for clay silting, 12 pits for the base of

the windlass, 2 vats for glaze, pits for raw materials, along with large amounts of porcelains and

potsherds. Judging by the archaeological data and literal ones as well,the site,or more precisely, its

Southem Song layer. belongs to what is referred to as‘inner kiln’ of the Southem Song in litera-
ture, and is related with the official kiln under Xiuneisi.Those ceramics uncovered from the Yuan

dynasty layer seem to be products of the Ge Kiln.
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