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An Elementary Exploration on the Evolution of the

Speech Sounds in Jiangyin Dialect

NI Yong-ming

(College of Humanities and Social Sciences Jiangsu University of Science and Technology, Zhenjang Jiangsu 212013, China)

Abstract: The speech sounds in the Jiangyin dialect have changed considerably in the past 100 years.
This paper presents the status quo of the speech sounds in the light of tone and rhyme. Field study has been
done on the subjects of different ages and with different education backgrounds and a contrastive analysis
has been done on the basis of considerable past records. It has been found that some phonemes in the dialect
in question have a tendency of being simplified and combined, mainly including the diminishing of tones
the disappearance or indiscriminate use of some voiced initial consonants, the changes in postnasal sounds
and the gradual approximation of the Jiangyin and tuanyin. In addition, some research and exploration have
been done on the effect of the tone modification of two — character phrases on the discrimination between

verb—object words and phrases in Chinese.
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