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Women’ s Reading and Reading Traditions in the South of the
Yangtze River in the Qing Dynasty

Ling Dongmei

Abstract  Qing Dynasty is the most active period of female reading in ancient China especially in the South
of the Yangtze River. Social factors for the prosperity of female reading were well — developed female education and
printing industry. Internal factors were women’ s desire for reading and their painstaking efforts. Reading made
women become knowledgeable and have a strong sense of responsibility in promoting family reading. They encouraged
their children to read more and more books and taught them reading methods which made positive contributions to
the development of family reading.

Key words  Qing Dynasty; South of the Yangtze River; Female reading; Reading tradition
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