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The Origin and Change of the Numeral Interrogative “Jihua
and Related Forms in Wu Dialect of the Ming and Qing Periods

Feng He
The College of International Education Shandong University Ji’ nan Shandong 250100

Abstract In Wu dialect of the Ming and Qing periods there were a series of related forms ( labeled as
“jihua, ) ” henceforth) including “jihua ( )7 “jihua ( )7 “jiha ( )7 Yixia ( )7 i-
he ( )7 “iha ( )7 “jihuo ( )7 “jihuo ( )" some of which are still used in Wu dia—
lect nowadays. The form “jihua y, ” in Wu dialect was originally a numeral interrogative word developing from
“Jixu ( ) ” first found in Middle Chinese and was irrelevant to “jihe ( ) 7 in Archaic Chinese. Fur—
thermore  “jihua y, ” acquired a new adjectival function expressing a great quantity as a result of the influ-
ences of the syntactic level and the pragmatic level which may be reduplicated to an AABB form such as “jiji-
huahua”. The subjectivization is the primary motivation of the reduplication of “jihua” to “jijihuahua” reflec—
ting the iconicity between meaning and form in Chinese morphology.

Keywords  “jihuay " ; form variation; functional transfer; origin; Wu dialect of the Ming and Qing periods
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