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The Internal Structure of Demonstratives in Wu Chinese
LI Xuping

Abstract This article makes a comparative study of the syntax of demonstratives in
Mandarin and Wu Chinese which are characterized as “demonstrative-prominent ”
languages and “classifier-prominent” languages respectively with respect to Liu” s ( 2002)
typology. So to speak Mandarin a demonstrative-prominent language employs
demonstratives to mark definiteness whereas Wu dialects classifier-prominent languages

make use of definite classifiers instead. Demonstratives in these two types of languages
exhibit differences in the following aspects. First demonstratives in Mandarin can either
serve as demonstrative pronouns or determiners whereas those in Wu can only be realized

as demonstrative determiners. A second difference is concerned with what elements can
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follow demonstratives in these two languages. Mandarin demonstratives can be followed by
bare nouns Classifier-Noun or Numeral-Classifier-Noun but they can all be seen as
projecting into NumP. In contrast demonstratives in Wu ( e.g. in the Fuyang dialect and
the Dongyang dialect) cannot be followed by NumPs in any case but by definite classifiers
or definite approximatives. In other words in Wu Chinese what follows demonstratives are
DPs but not NumPs. We propose that ( i) demonstratives in Mandarin belong to a functional
category and they are analyzed as determiners encoding definiteness and they take
NumPs as complement; ( ii) the feature of definiteness of demonstrative phrases such as
“Dem+Cl+N” and “Dem +several+Cl+N” is attributed to the definite classifier or the
definite numeral which are realized as a determiner head via C1°~to-D° raising or Num®-to—
D’ raising. Demonstratives in Wu do not encode definiteness and are analyzed as DP-
external elements such as DP adjuncts. We propose that demonstratives in Wu Chinese are
not a syntactic primitive and they can be decomposed into two parts: one is responsible for
deixis and the other for definiteness.
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