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Professional Practice of Actresses in Storytelling and Ballad Singing

in Suzhou Dialect and Consumer Culture since Late Qing Dynasty
ZHOU Wei
(School of Humanities, Changshu Institute of Technology, Changshu 215500, China)

Abstract: Since the late Qing Dynasty, women have played their roles in the professional practice of storytelling
and ballad singing in Suzhou dialect, resulting in the reconstruction of then gender relations and new features of
consumer culture typical of areas south of the Yangize River. As symbols of consumer culture in the areas, actress-
es involved in this form of art performance have changed the entertainment consumption pattern from “visiting” to
“boosting”. In this process, people would appreciate and assess both “female beauty” and “art performance” of the
actresses. In the late Qing Dynasty, the assessments made by literary men are mainly about the identity of prosti-
tutes as actresses, which enriched prostitute culture to some extent. During the Republic of China, correspondents
corrected, reconstruct and produced the images of actresses in this profession via the media to cater to different
tastes of different readers. The intimate interactions between actresses and the audience redefined the consumer re-
lations as gender relations, which incurred the ban and standardization from the government and traditional guilds
and organizations.

Key words: actresses in storytelling and ballad singing in Suzhou dialect; professional practice; gender; consumer

culture
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