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Ecological Breeding System and Its Value of Taihu Lake Area in
Ming and Qing Dynasties

ZHU Guan-nan LI Qun

College of Humanities and Social Sciences Nanjing Agricultural University Jiangsu Nanjing 210095

Abstract Ecological breeding systems which combined farming and breeding in Taihu Lake area in
Ming and Qing dynasties mainly include ‘agricultural and sideline products pig rice field” system, ‘silk-
worm sheep mulberry field” system, * insects, grass and millet chicken and duck fish’ system, ‘rice
fish’ system and ‘mulberry dyke fish pond’ system. These traditional ecological breeding systems not
only have high economic value, but also have the prominent ecological, social and cultural value. It is of vital
significance to fully tap the essence and the potential of sustainable development of traditional ecological
breeding system for the construction of modern ecological agriculture. Also, it is important for the preservation
and development of agricultural culture heritage.
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