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Church Middle Schools in Modern Suzhou Abstract

Church Middle Schools in Modern Suzhou
Abstract

The western churches began to establish church middle schools in Suzhou in order to
attract the people and to achieve a foothold and development in China. In 1889, a Christian
Church in the United States founded the first Christian middle school-Anglo-Chinese
School. After that the specific purpose of school establishment has been changed, but
school founding have not stopped.Schools such as Cuiying Middle school, the Middle
School Affiliated to Dongwu University, Yancheng Middle school were founded one after
another.

The emergence of church middle schools has triggered and promoted the
modernization of education in Suzhou, has stimulated Suzhou’s socio-economic, cultural
and ideological changes, and objectively promote the social development and progress.
The church school in Suzhou, as a special product of China's recent history, inevitably has
deficiencies and drawbacks. Therefore, Church middle schools have dual effects upon
Suzhou.

In this paper, the church middle schools’ establishment process, motivation and
school organization and management, students enrollment, teaching staff and teaching
activities have been explored in the way of historical research and pedagogic research so as
to scientifically analyze its roles in Suzhou and objectively assess its social impact.The
research into modern Suzhou’s introduction of modern Western educational model by
means of church middle schools provide with inspiration and references to today's

education reform and the cultivation of high-quality talents.

Key Words:Modern, Suzhou, church middle school, education

Written by:Lu Wei
Supervised by:Zhu Congbing
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