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The Folk Belief and Luxury Trend in South of Yangtze Towns

Fan Shuzhi
(Department ¢ History, Fudan Vuiersity, Shanghai 200433)

Abstract: The towns in South of Yangtze own a glorious history behind them. They were commercially ad-
vanced and culturally sophisticated. As early as Mid-Ming Dynasty, there came ecomomic transformation in
these towns; the market economy here prospered. The early industrialization achievement was conspicuous.
Grown out of this unique socie- economical soil, the folk belief and the luxury trend indicated profound histor+
cal meaning and cognitive value, which demands rereading. Folk belief, a complicated social phenomenon,
should not be written off by specious idiom such as “ ancient superstition”. Rather, it should be seen that the
god-receiving party, a form of folk belief, was a camival for the local people and has been handed down by
generations for hundreds of years. It has grown into the minor tradition and cannot be easily erased out of our
cultural memory. Its animate life in even today’ s environment must have something to tell us. The luxury trend
was not only the fruit of but also the incentive to economical prosperity and social wealth. The “ ant+ luxury”
proposal from the governmental officials and the “ corruption in social habit” lament from the educated class
were both stubbornly stale current against the fresh social tide. This point is somehow testified by Sombart’ s

work Luxury and Capitalism.
Key Words: Towns in Sonth of Yangtze, folk belief, luxury trend
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Russia s “ East-oriented’ Energy Export Strategy and
Sine- Russian Oil Gas Cooperation
—A Gee- economic Analysis

Xu Hat yan
(Institute of International Studies, Fudan University, Shanghai 200433)

Abstract: This paper discusses the political and economic motives of Russia’ s “Eastorientated” energy export
strategy, and makes a quantitative analysis of the sirategic status of east Russian oil gas resources in China’ s
demands for energy. This paper makes a comprehensive assessment of the strategic status of east Russia’ s oil
gas resources in China’ s demand for energy, which is followed by a comprehensive evaluation of the status quo
of Sine-Russian cooperation in oil gas resources. This paper concludes by pointing out that China should pre-
ceed from the strategy of overall energy security, work out as soon as possible systematic and single energy
policies on Russia and establish basic foreign policies on Russian energy resources.

Key Words: Russian energy strategy, Sine-Russian oil gas cooperation, ges- economy
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